Interest Groups
 
Assigned reading: textbook chapter 10
 Are you a member of any interest group? We learned in this course that people form a polis (political community) to better pursue their common interests. Even prior agricultural revolution 10,000years ago, humans live in small groups of hunters and gatherers.
Grouping, or better say numbers, apparently does matter in politics; and the very same applies when we need to pursue our different interests or beliefs inside of a polis, city, county, state or country.
As a legally blind person, I am interested that people with disabilities enjoy equal job opportunities.  There are many different ways how I can express My voice in my community. Yet, by joining NFB (National Federation for the Blind or ACB (American Council of the Blind, I am increasing my chances that my voice   is much louder and thus better heard by the government officials. 
As   adjunct professor who   teach at 3 community colleges, I am interested that part time professors get payed benefits, most notably affordable healthcare. Without joining AFT (American Federation of Teachers, the union that represents adjunct professors at certain local colleges, it is impossible to reach any goal.
If you are passionate about environment, check Sierra club. If you want to engage in minority/civil rights action, NAACP website is definitely worthy of visiting  
Same as we do form or join interest’s groups to raise our voices in attempt to influence government policies, the powerful corporations and businesses organized business type interests’ groups or directly pay lobbyists to influence policy makers at all level of government, from city government to state and federal government.
Many believe that this is unfair game since those with greater financial resources have more chances to impact policy makers. Other believe that existence of so many different interests groups leads to pluralistic society where no single interests has a chance to prevail.
After reading assigned chapter and visiting/watching assigned websites, you will be able to
Define an interests’ group
Distinguish among different types of interest groups
 Identify different factors that impact the strengths of interest’s groups  
 Explain how Texas regulates interest groups
Discuss various techniques interest groups use, include lobbying
Understand free rider phenomena
 Evaluate role and functions of Political Actions Committees (PACs)
 Identify examples of “agency capture” (also known as regulatory capture)  
 Define and prioritize your interests and find corresponding interest group/s
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